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Tavan PTO meeting Minutes
1/10/12
6:30p – 9:00p
Media Center

· Welcome


· Principal’s Report

· Tavan rec’d a Grant for $80,00 For STEM/Lego programs.  It was written by Marilyn Williams, our gifted teacher.  The funds will be shared with the ANLC middle school program and Arcadia HS.
· Thanks to Mr. Novacek for all his help at the crossing guard stations – he volunteered for the first half of the year and was there every day!
· New energy efficient lights were installed around the campus
·  Improvement to pre-school playground is complete:  artificial grass and “spongy” area
· Would like to decorate the front office to make it more warming and inviting.  A Tavan parent, April Lozevski, will be helping.  Margaret will ask for PTO funds, and possibly parent volunteers to help with some of the work.
· At our next meeting Margaret will also ask for money to update the cafeteria.  
· Ideas for change are: painting to produce a more warming environment, add tile to the lunch line wall to help decrease the look of dirt on the walls, and “name” the cafeteria (using our mascot) and paint it above the partition wall between the cafeteria and the multi purpose room.
· Big parent night to come on how to prepare your child for AIMS (week of 4/16).  It will held 2 weeks before the testing.
· 2nd grade – to be included in AIMS Boot Camp over Spring Break.  This will be a literacy boot camp.  Specialized teachers to run this camp.  Will provide 2-4 hours of tutoring for those that need additional assistance.  Children in need will be invited and parents may also request their children to attend.
· Those doing very well in learning will be invited to a novel study program. Mrs. Serna to hire a person to do novel studies from chapter books.
· Mrs. Williams requested the PTO to pay for a P.O. from scholastic books that was missed, now not approved and got charged to her personally.  PTO APPROVED this request.
	


· Treasurer’s Report
Fall Fundraiser – cash fundraising did very well, and this is the first time we promoted this option as an alternative to selling catalog merchandise/cookie dough
Welcome Back  - was very successful, we raised almost $1100!
Hjinx – did very well, we earned over $3300!
Winter Wonderland – Carol Johnston was the chair and we made $2,200.00 for 5th grade out door Ed.  Many thanks to Leonore Driggs for being the crazy shopper that kept the gift shop stocked!

eScript 
· We are well below our budget from past years
· Tavan listed twice – Gena Pimbert to look into why
· Need to push this next year
· Is it because membership dues are down this year?  
· Are membership dues and grocery fundraising down because we did not hand out packets?
· PTO will resend out membership dues and grocery fundraisers to all the families

Fresh and Easy – need an update from Kristine Alonzo

Big thanks to Beckie Johnson for all her help with teacher’s holiday gifts!



· Auction  and Tavanival
· It was decided to try and combine both of these events
· Date set as 3/17
· Lenore Driggs to chair the auction
· Looking for a chair for Tavanival
· Note the new list of requirements from the district on carnivals
· Request for donation letters will go out to businesses  next week




· Teacher appreciation week (TAW) 
· Dates set for April 30 - May 4 modified from national week due to 5th grade outdoor ed camp
· Becky Johnson & Melanie Garcia to co-chair, Tracy D’Arcangelo to manage the breakfast
· Looking for ideas on gifts, daily treats, help w/ solicitation letter

· Sweetheart Dance 
·  Dad’s club meeting – Peter Myers & John Halverson to have a planning meeting 1/23/12
· It is scheduled for Sat 2/4
· Think of ideas for party favors to give to the girls
· Scott Rudnick has offered to lead the Dad’s Club next year!!

· Academic Bowl Update

· Ron Jamison – jeopardy based competition to promote academics (and not just athletics)
· Want to get it up and running at Tavan and then spread to other schools so we can compete
· Wants to do some practice runs and the also hold an assembly so all can see
· Teams to be made up of 4th and 5th graders
· He & Jamy Minotto are working on sponsorships, PTO has agreed to help fund since it is an academic event
· If you know any business would be interested in sponsoring a portion of the expenses please let Ron Jamison know.

· Title 1 Survey
· Fill out and turn into your child’s teacher with attention to the PTO or Dedra Cannon by Friday January 13th
· Tanya to send  out to PTO database

· PTO Website updating –

· Arcadia learning community event – Cinco De Mayo celebration – Tanya and Margaret to attend meeting about this community even that we will participate in.  [UPDATE:  It was decided to not hold an event this year, but to consider an international celebration event in January 2013]

· Board Members for next year.  We need to start looking for replacements for our PTO Board members for the 2012/2013 school year.

· President – Tanya has been the president for 3 years and the secretary for 2 years prior.  She has a child moving on to middle school next year and would like to pass on her presidency to another parent.
· Treasurer- This is the last year for Velvet at Tavan.  We need to replace her!
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